SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER,  SOCIETY FOR INDUSRIAL ARCHEOLOGY
SPRING MEETING AND TOUR,  SAT.,  MAY 17, 2008    8:45 AM   STORRS, CT

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What: AM   Thomas J. Dodd Research Center:  CT. Industrial History Archives


PM   Gurleyville Grist Mill Tour;    Mansville Hollow Dam Tour

Registration:  Please register with William Burt by Monday, May 12, 2008.    

    Best: burt.william@verizon.net; or (day)  781-235-8908 
                or (night, even late) at  781-235-9194.    

Schedule:

Meet      8:45   Dodd Center.  Coffee, pastries, fruit provided

Tour
  9:00   Dodd Center Tour w/ Laura Katz Smith C. A.

Dodd Research Center 405 Babbidge Road, Unit 1205  Storrs, CT

Featured material will be archives from the CHPC, Connecticut business collections, and railroad collections.  (Directions below.)  Photos OK.

Lunch   11:30   At student center food courts nearby or Storrs

Tour
   1:00    Meet at Gurleyville Gristmill 2 miles east of campus

Tour
   2:30    Mansville Hollow Dam 5 miles SE of campus

Gurleyville tour will be led by Bruce Clouette, an industrial historian; the   Manville Hollow Dam manager will present during the dam tour.

Some walking over uneven surfaces may be required.

Where:  

Thomas J. Dodd Research Center, 405 Babbidge Road, Unit 1205

 Storrs, CT, Univ. Connecticut Campus

 (Campus map at:  www.uconn.edu/campuses/pdf/wholemap/pdf    Index: DODD at E7)

 This map is tricky with its not too useful westerly perspective.

Directions to Storrs:  

From North or West.  From 84 turnpike, exit east at Tolland onto 195 leading to Storrs.

From East or Northeast, exit 395 at Dayville onto 101 heading west, becoming 44 west.  At Storrs turn left (south) onto 195.  

From South or Southeast.  From Willimantic head north on 195 toward Storrs or north on 32, turning (right) on 44 east to Storrs, and then turning right (south) on 195.

Directions to Dodd Center:

Approach Storrs campus on Hwy 195 from the north or south.  
From the north, exit Storrs on 195 passing North Eagleville Rd on right and Horsebarn Hill Rd on left.  Pass Mirror Lake on right. Turn right on Mansfield Drive.  
From south on 195, turn left onto Mansfield Drive.  From the south if you pass Mirror Lake you have gone too far.  

Take Mansfield Drive for 200 yards on a road that curves right; Mirror Lake will appear on your right.  Pass Gilbert Rd on your left then turn left on Whitney Rd.  Proceed 120 yards to intersect Babbibge Road on your right.  Babbidge is a pedestrian way; park anywhere (OK and free on Saturday).  This is as close to Dodd Center as you can drive.  Walk 70 yards down Babbibge (heading due NW):  Enter Dodd on the left.

Gurleyville Gristmill  (  Website with map:   http://www.joshuaslandtrust.org/gristmill.html)  

The only stone mill of its kind in Connecticut, the Gristmill is built of several types of local rocks: garnetiferous schist, gneiss, granite, pegmatite and quartzite. Located beside the banks of the trout laden Fenton River, the mill houses complete, perfectly preserved equipment. Two sets of grinding stones are as they were when last used. Conveying devices, the silk bolter for flour sifting, shafts, and huge gears are intact. Unusual in gristmills is the basement, where a huge water wheel once turned from water diverted under the building from the Fenton River.
Directions to Gristmill: 
See map on website above.  The mill is about 2 1/2 miles east of the University of Connecticut in Storrs (within the township of Mansfield). It is NOT on a numbered route. 

The best approach is via Route 195 from Interstate 84 in Tolland or from Route 6 in the eastern part of Willimantic 

At the northeast corner of the University of Connecticut by the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, turn eastward on Gurleyville Road. At Gurleyville Village, turn southward and abruptly turn to the right down narrow Stone Mill Road. 

From the south, you may leave Route 195 at the village of Mansfield Center and follow Chaffeeville Road to Stone Mill Road.

Mansville Hollow Dam  
Manager of dam will provide 45 minute tour of facility.  Bruce Clouette will also be available to review the history of nearby Kirby Dam. 

Directions to Manville Hollow Dam: 
Dam is in Mansville Hollow State Park 5 miles SE of Storrs off Storrs Road (#195). More specific direction will be given when at Dodd in the morning.  
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